
 

Village of Huntley Freeman Road Culvert Replacement Frequently Asked Questions 

Q.1. Why is this culvert being replaced? 
 
A. In May of 2020 a sink hole developed within the Freeman Road pavement over what was 

believed to be an old existing culvert.  However, this exact presence and location of the culvert 
was somewhat unknown due to the culvert being fully submerged by the wetlands on either side 
of the roadway.  Following the discovery of the sink hole in the spring, the Village hired a 
contractor to help locate and investigate the potential culvert’s location, condition and/or cause 
of the sinkhole.  During this process, a partially collapsed 2 ft diameter corrugated metal culvert 
was discovered.  At this time a temporary repair was made to the culvert to provide a safe 
condition for the public continued use of the roadway.  It was found during this initial 
investigation the existing metal culvert had partially failed underneath the roadway due mainly 
from corrosion and was the cause of the sink hole.  In the fall of 2020, the Village began to pursue 
a more detailed civil engineering design and to begin the process of obtaining various 
governmental agency permits required to perform the culvert’s permanent replacement.  The 
civil engineering design work began with the Village’s intention to replace the culvert in the 
summer of 2021. 

 
Q.2. What is the project schedule/timeframe? 

A. In general, the project is scheduled to begin on Monday July 26th and be fully complete by 
Monday August 9th. 
 
Tentatively Freeman Road is scheduled to be closed to traffic beginning Monday August 2nd and 
re-opened to traffic at the end of the day on Friday August 6th. 

Q.3. What is the scope of work related to the project? 

A. The major phases of work related to the project in the order in which they will be performed 
include: 

I. Changeable Message Boards and Detour Route Signage Installation 
II. Freeman Road Closure 

III. Existing Culvert and Underlying Soil Removal 
IV. New Reinforced Concrete Culvert Installation 
V. Restoration 

VI. Roadway Patch 

  



Q.4. How will we access to the Prairie Oaks subdivision during the project? 

A. It is recommended and encouraged for residents and visitors to access the subdivision via 
Carriage Way coming from the west on Freeman Road.  During the closure of Freeman Road 
advance warning barricades and signs indicating the road is closed to traffic will be installed on 
Freeman Road west of Carriage Way.  Residents and visitors will be able to pass through these 
barricades to access Carriage Way from the west along Freeman Road. 

Q.5. How will the general motoring public detour around the road closure? 

A. The attached exhibit details the routes being posted to detour the general motoring public 
around the Freeman Road closure.  The primary detour route shown in green on the exhibit will 
utilize IL Rt. 47, Big Timber Road and Powers Road (south of Freeman Road).  A secondary 
detour route shown in blue on the exhibit will utilize IL Rt. 47 and Powers Road (north of 
Freeman Road). 

Q.6. What is the purpose of the secondary detour route that detours traffic along Powers Road north 
of Freeman Road? 

A. The purpose of this secondary route is only for I-90 traffic exiting onto northbound IL Rt. 47.  To 
avoid vehicles making a U-Turn on IL Rt. 47 to travel southbound on IL Rt. 47 to Big Timber Road 
this traffic will be directed to continue north on IL Rt. 47 and utilize Powers Road back to 
Freeman Road. 

Q.7. It is possible to detour around the Freeman Road closure through the Prairie Oaks and Eva Estates 
Subdivisions, how will you help discourage the motoring public from driving through our 
subdivision? 

A. The Village is aware of this potential.  Additional barricades with signage will be installed on 
both Carriage Way and Hanna Pearl Drive to indicate these roadways are closed to thru traffic.  
The Village will reach out to the Kane County Sheriff’s Department prior to the full road closure 
and discuss the possibility of providing more of a police presence in the area to help deter any 
cut through traffic during the road closure. 

Q.8. Is the replacement of the culvert in any way related to the Amazon site? 

A. The replacement of the culvert is not a project related to the Amazon site.  This project was 
identified to be performed last summer and is not necessitated or being performed as a result 
of the Amazon development.  

  



Q.9. The new culvert’s inside diameter is 4 ft in compared to the existing culvert being 2 ft in diameter.  
Why is the new culvert being installed larger than the existing culvert?  

A. As part of the civil engineering design of the project, the Village’s consulting engineer evaluated 
the area tributary to the culvert.  The tributary area, or area that drains to the culvert is shown 
on the attached exhibit.  One main factor in the size of the culvert is to help ensure stormwater 
during large rainfall events will freely flow north to south within the Freeman Road culvert.  The 
larger diameter culvert will help pass stormwater during large rain events and not act as a 
restrictive point within the system.   In addition, due to the sensitive habitat of the surrounding 
wetlands, the culvert will be partially submerged with approximately 1 ft of standing water 
remaining inside the culvert and allow a more natural bottom to be created over time.  This will 
allow the habitat to travel to either side of the adjoining wetlands through the culvert and 
reduce the risk of crossing traffic within the road. 

Q.10. Who should I contact if I have any other comments, questions or concerns? 

A. Residents with special needs, general questions or concerns are encouraged to contact Tim 
Farrell, Director of Public Works and Engineering at (847) 515-5285. 


